
I have been asked to write a incisive editorial 
about research in ge()m,ecttaIlllcs in Australia. Well as 
I am an (in its broadest 
and not 
hallmark. 

more to be my 
I am a late entrant into 

There appears to be two 
research in 

students. 

Research in Australia is 
Australian Research Council 

common response 

of view of a 

applicants) from ARC peer reviewers is "If the 
research win have the stated benefits to .. ,." 
then should fund it". From discussions with 

this seems to be a common 
response. This raises a number of issues. the 
benefits are as 
would be the case with 
reactive soils or say better design. As research 

term commitment (years at least) those with 
a today are to have their 
benefit from any research started Thus the 
benefits of research are unowned future benefits for 
indeterminate members of society. It is hard for 
anyone to capture and own the results 
research unlike other areas of 
these are There are also 

is a monolithic 
which acts with one mind and that research 
is less of ARC grants than pure research. I 
am aware of one researcher who at one time was 
involved with four one was 
successful and that was the his own estimation 
as an in the with the least 
merit but had reviewers. 
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Reviewers have often said that the work has 
been this often shows a lack of 

on their Often it takes a 
doctoral student a year to find out that what is being 
undertaken is in fact new and different from 
work In fact 
I'm of the •.. -

in our far 
exceeds our - not many 

been solved. At the best we have useable 

proposals, 

are asked to assess 
your take the 

If you don't know the 
think it 

some else in the field 
Be of 

to be 

is not as novel 
1':Ul."n1"" years ago, it is still not at the where 

from a civil can claim 
in the area. This win be exacerbated by the 

pressure to include more oriented (social, 
and aspects in our 
programmes; these pressures are wen founded as 
more and more are 
controlled these issues and have been 

to deal with them. 
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Each year in even in these 
firms and ask have we any good from 
our programmes. the answer 

are employed elsewhere or 
are not Australian residents. If we are to 

maintain the level of expertise in young 
then we must find ways to encourage 

those with some to return to 
The scholars we are for at 
honours at 
good honours These people find work in 

easy to obtain and need some inducement to 
return to or research. If our 

postgraduate we must offer 
those inducements. 

If you are in look to some research 
on that interest you. Fifteen to five 
thousand dollars a year, tax deductible on attractive 
terms, is to Australian 
graduates to undertake research. These 
students will work 2500 hours a year on research and 
receive many hours of and technical 
assistance. This cost to benefit could not be matched 
by any commercial organisation. This is the much 
discussed "win-win" the firm wins with 
directed research, the scholar wins with 
training, the wins with postgraduate 
students and society wins with more KIlOWleOllle. 

Three thoughts to finish. 
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school environmental and 
3%). Other 

universities have a similar Thus Australia win 
have a of talented let's 

that there are jobs in for them and 
that some wish and are able to undertake research. 

Late last year I and many others were concerned to 
find the of Western Australia and CSIRO 

to the world that multi-
education and 

was not available in Australia. 
commercial to make somewhat 

claims of S52 of the Trades 
but such a claim does no service to our 

or¤iSSllOn nor the claimants' For over 
UNSW has offered postgraduate 

and engineering 
We have 

introduced environmental and a 
combined course a student to obtain both 
civil and Ull.UHJlj5 "'J"II';<"""" 

students are able and to take 
from the different schools and often research 

is drawn from more than one school. I 
expect that other universities in Australia have 
similar programmes. The would 
have revealed the above information. 

Some retreshulg from Standards 
meetings to consider/contribute to draft 

standards for both and residential slabs and 
footings. These are to be but now the 
ge()telchIllClU must contribute. 

about the draft site 
standard only three turned up to voice 
their views at a held in """"fl£'" 
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