
The face of Australian research has 
in recent years. One of the most 

factors involved has been the 
to the education 

as a result of the Dawkins initiatives of 
of the 1980s. These were aimed 

",un«u"-.'''E the total research 
..... ,noH .• 1S more efficient use of 

and closer links 
and academia. The overall 

numerous other smaller 
into about 35 large 
research dollar. 

24 universities 
'-"", .... ",<u.vu, as well as 

were remoulded 
cmnp,etnlg for the 

There have also been made to the way 
:in which research funds are made available. While in 
years gone by, a of the total funds 

often between campuses and even between 
institutions. This has led to various other forms of 

which like the formal 
backed 

there has been a distinct move towards 
for the funds available for 

to those 
as well 

were distributed and 

Research Centres in "'HI"'''.<;;'''''''',5, 
Excellence. These centres are, nr"","",,,,,, ... 

funded the but a 
from It 

follows that to be awarded a a 
fund is necessary as well as a 

demonstrated commitment from the 
In other words there has been a shift 

'-' ............ 6 away from the sector. 

The universities themselves have become far more 
in their with the formulation of 

the of 
and the identification of research 

This has led to a deal of 
to form groups that may be as research 

to the overall aims of 
These groups have often had to be 

from across boundaries so 
that resources could be combined to reach the 

critical mass to obtain The 
boundaries that were crossed were not restricted to 

between in one but were 
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collaboration are 
research fund <>."nh,'<>t'Orl 

successful 

While the above discussion has been about research 
it is also to 

It follows that if our 
continue to 

and research 
it must be re(:ognH!e 

that it is the academic who should be """""'U6 
the dollars. With the 
the should now take of the 
many more that have become available 
for use of the universities' facilities 
staff and for research and Ann"'nf". 

order to this process, this article aims to 
summarise some of the sources that 
are available for this work and how 

There are many other 
which are directed towards a nQ'..,.U·" 

the various categories of the 
These will 

source of research finance is H.,'"""lal'l 
of 

which has Innovation 
1J.,.",....."n-o<, administered their Research 

"","",a,.,,. Board. These programs have been 
ae'l1el'[)DE,a to make Australian 

more COJ:npetltl 
that involve 

L ",,"I>"""U5 for ",,,,,'\1,,,,(>1::>: 

risk. 
These programs include the Tax Concession 
Research and Scheme which involves a 
tax concession of 150% for money on research 
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and 
company who wishes to 
of instrumentation 

,,,,,·,,,t·u',,, research base and its 
contacts with The 150% means that the tax 
concession of about 40 cents in the dollar is allowed 

1.5 x to a refund of 
"''"''J.vvv. This means that of research has 
been carried out at a cost of about or about 
40 cents in the dollar. This scheme 

to attract 
"'",av'","",,, it is understood that there is 

from 100% to 150% between 
and For that are unable 

to benefit from this tax there is also the 
Grants Scheme which will up to 

costs on worth at least 
there are many ways in which this 

can be assisted 
contacts with universities. 

Another scheme is the National 
Scheme wherein a company and a """1£>"",, 
undertake a research 
the A 
receive 
researchers 
years towards academic 
forms a valuable link between universities and 

In any funds outlaid the 
company may be for the 150% tax concession 
scheme. There is the National Procurement 

which assists 
,",VA.Up"""""" to develop research which win be of direct 
use to a agency. The company would 

work with the agency to make the 
of the research viable. Once this has 
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been there is no reason the j.JL "u, ....... " 
cannot then be sold to a wider market. The 

agency can take many forms 
Y<auu .• ", •. ,oand authorities. Grants of 

involved on projects over 
a maximum of 3 years. there is the Generic 

Grants Scheme in which up to 90% of 
costs will be met DITAC for '-VU.llH"'" 

from time to time. In "1'\-'-<>,,",£"". 

been little to interest ge()techl[llCal 
is understood that the latest list 
to 

waste and environmental 
This latter may be of 

some considerable geotechnical interest. There are 
other schemes available DITAC including 
financial for collaborative research between 
Australia and certain other countries. 

The other main source of is 
Education and 

be whereas 
oriented towards industrial 

DEET is more 
concerned with matters of an educational nature. The 

source of DEET is the Australian 
The ARC Grants 

Scheme 
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year. The based and 
close around the March 

the year awarded. While the 
scheme does not from 

there is no doubt that such additional 
LUJUUJlH5 would be of some considerable 

It is for a successful appu<c:aLlon to 
demonstrate a clear link with industrial 
the benefits the research win 
available each year tend to vary as '" """""<1. 
never seem to be The current strike rate for 
these seem to be about 1 in 5 or 6, and 
'''IS,u''.' .... c .. n''.} """''''<lr",,,, than about $200,000 seem very 
rare. The ARC Small Grants Scheme <';UJ,U!,H::a,u"",-,"", 

the Grants in that 
to the 

These have similar 
for the duration of 1 

year and have values of up to about One of 
the with the Small Grants is that the 

made available at about the same time 
the for the year's Large Grants 
are to be submitted, It follows that any 
has off the the time an 

This means 
'''!:i'UJU'''UH break in '-'UJlnLHU-'v'y 

unless other sources of can be found. 

There are 
directed towards 
than 

rather 
source for 

students is the Australian 
Research several of which 

are available at an universities. Other more 
lucrative sources include the Australian Postdoctoral 

Australian Research 
Elizabeth II and Australian Senior 
Research While in all these 

are awarded on the basis of 
there can be no doubt that the 

of research must have a 
if it can be shown that the 

research is of to Australia's UM,"""" 

Australian -March 

DEET does have 2 sources of that 
do direct involvement from 
the Australian Research Award 

for which 100 were available for 1992. 
DEET will a research "" •• v,",,,, 

for a suitable student of about p.a. for up to 
3 years a company will agree to an 
annual commitment to the for the duration of 
the The minimum commitment is 
in cash and a further in kind. This seems to 
be an excellent means of out research 

related to a aims for a 
This commitment becomes even smaner 

that there seems to be scope for tax 
concessions of various the 150% 
concession. 

The other is the Australian Research 
There are about 10 of these 

available for anyone year and for of 
has been made available. the 

are for academics to work for between 3 
to 12 months on at least a half-time at 
the industrial workface. There is no financial 
commitment necessary from but should 
there be any, some tax concessions may be available. 

"""Th'·", .. non is the Research 
scheme. This scheme ,,,,,,,,,,,,, .... 1-,, 

scale initiatives made at least 2 
education institutions 

One of the obvious cases in this 
of centres to form facilities 

service an identified national need or 
critical that the level of (>()'YOfH'RT.1flln 

not and any apph,cat;J.on 
should go to some to demonstrate this 

clear 

over the 
available 

As with many of the other a 
to industrial and commercial 

be with some 
sources. Indeed 

of years, of the total funds 
$12 million p.a.) about half has been 

allocated for nr,,)j.,,rot.<I at least donar for 
donar funds from other sources. 

it is clear that there have been some 
to the face of Australian .... "'_'''''''1"''n 

funded. 
bemoan these 
Australian to 
ensure that our international standard for research is 
maintained. There is but 
researchers and must make some 
considerable effort to agree on how this should be 
done for term benefit. 
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