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What then must the researcher of 
tomorrow do if he or she wishes to pursue serious 
research and to be successful? I would 
that there are at least four issues which must be 
addressed: 

1. the selection of a suitable research area 

2. 

3. 

4. ('".,.".1",,,," within a research team. 

The selection of a suitable area of research often 
poses less of a for established research 
groups than for individuals or groups who do not 
have a "track record". of the more successful 
groups have taken an to their 

and upon their 
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The Australian Geomechanics has identified 
three broad areas of research which are considered to 
be of economic relevance to Australia and which offer 

for to be 
achieved 

soils of Australia and the Pacific Rim 

(c) environmental ge1ote,ch.:mc:s. 

These are broad areas which have as well as 
local and which can be nl1"''''',,,,rI for both 
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short-term and While such a 

new 
.er:,ta.nClln:g-, and economic benefit is minimal. 

All of the above-listed research areas have inter-
and the old divisions 
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of the Australian and New Zealand Geomechanics 
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Research is available (at east 
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Government such as 
Australian Research 
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is 
as evidenced all 

too the mere 19% success rate of new 
applications for 1993. in Australia has been 
reluctant to fund research, for limited projects 
of immediate relevance, and it is to be some 
time before a more research-oriented culture is 

Consequently, the leader of a research 
team will perforce have to spend time and effort in 
"'''''''''-''''1'; appropriate and less 
the research. 

This then leads to the of research teams. 
Few individuals can expect to obtain consistent 
research in the future unless become 

of a coherent research team. 
the constraints mentioned above, even 
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established research teams may have 
for their activities. 

it may well be necessary in the future 
for both individuals and groups to venture" in 
research and combine their resources and 
skills in order to further their research aims. The 
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which may not have an foreseeable 

The famous scientist Werner von Braun 
defined such research as follows: 

outcome 
to 

"Basic research is when I'm 
I'm One of the 
geonle<!hGmlCS research is to make 
efforts to continue within the more short-term result-
oriented environment in which the 
researchers must "n",.,..>1-<> 

how can we measure our success as 
researchers? one way is to obtain 
answers to immediate and this appears to 

which research is 
a more satisfactory measure, 

and one which will ensure the survival 
reseal'cn, is the 19th 
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who wrote: 

"The outcome of any serious research can be to 
make two grow where one grew 
before". 
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